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A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on April 14, 2011. 
Mayor Mark F. Weber called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 7:00 PM.  

OPENING CEREMONIES 

Mayor Weber led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councilman Tom Adamec, Councilman Rick Bryan, 
Councilman Robert Buckman, Vice Mayor Lee Czerwonka, 
Councilwoman Stephanie Stoller, Councilman James Sumner, 
and Mayor Mark Weber 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Solicitor Mark Vander Laan, Deputy 
Clerk of Council Sue Bennett, Treasurer/Administrative 
Services Director James Pfeffer, Parks & Recreation Director 
Chuck Funk, Public Works Director Gordon Perry, Police Chief 
Chris Wallace, Assistant to the City Manager Kelly Osler, and 
interested citizens 

Mayor Weber appointed Kelly Osler to read the legislation (ordinances) in their entirety in the 
rear of Council Chambers.  

ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Councilman Buckman moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to amend the agenda to 
include property acquisition (to discuss the potential of purchasing property for a public 
purpose) within the Executive Session topics. A voice vote was taken. All members present 
voted yes. Motion carried. 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to accept the agenda as 
amended. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 
“1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 
2. OPENING CEREMONIES 
3. ROLL CALL – Deputy Clerk of Council Sue Bennett 
4. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF COUNCIL 

CHAMBERS 
5. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 
6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 a. Regular Meeting of March 24, 2011 

7. COMMUNICATIONS 

 a. Communications to Council – Deputy Clerk of Council Sue Bennett 
 b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

8. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 
9. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Rick Bryan, Chairperson 
1. Ordinance No. 2011-21, establishing necessary accounting funds related to the 

Reed Hartman Highway/Osborne Boulevard access road 
project 

2. Ordinance No. 2011-25, establishing an accounting fund related to a federal grant 
for the Police Department 

3. Resolution No. 2011-1, resolution declaring intent to reimburse (related to the Reed 
Hartman Highway/Osborne Boulevard access road project) 

4. Ordinance No. 2011-22, transferring funds 
b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Robert J. Buckman, Jr., Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2011-23, authorizing professional services contract associated with 
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master park planning project 
2. Ordinance No. 2011-24, authorizing payment for contractual landscaping services in 

2011 
c. Public Works Committee, Thomas C. Adamec, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2011-19, authorizing the negotiation and execution of grants of 
easement related to the 2011 sidewalk program 

d. Planning & Zoning Committee, James W. Sumner, Chairperson 
1. Resolution No. 2011-2, approving preliminary subdivision plan for Legacy Pointe 

subdivision (south of Osborne Boulevard between Reed 
Hartman Highway and Kenwood Road) 

10. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 
11. EXECUTIVE SESSION - Personnel Matters (appointment of official and employment matters) & 

Property Acquisition (to consider the potential of purchasing property for public purposes) 
12. ADJOURNMENT” 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to approve the minutes of 
the regular meeting of March 24, 2011. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted 
yes. Motion carried. 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Communications to Council 
There were no communications presented to Council. 

Reports From Outside Agencies 

There were no representatives from outside agencies present at the meeting. 

HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

Mr. Jeff Capell, 9354 Hunter’s Creek Drive, expressed concern with the recent incidents of 
two Blue Ash Police Officers being arrested for DUI. He stressed that the role of police 
officers is to solve crimes, not commit them. He noted his agreement with the decision 
recently announced that the first officer (Lobenthal) was terminated and noted that he hopes 
similar action is taken to address the second more recent incidence.  

Mr. Capell also expressed concern with the Recreation Center’s Release of Liability waiver,  
a revised form that the Center has been asking members to sign. He encouraged Council 
and the City to look at that form closely and make sure it is designed so that rights and 
responsibilities of all parties are defined appropriately.  

Dr. Peter Nord, President of the Kenridge Lake Homeowner’s Association, noted his 
pleasure with how Council interacted with the high school students present at a recent 
meeting. He encouraged a continued format allowing more direct dialogue among citizens 
and Council at some point in the meeting. He suggested that perhaps Council would 
consider such a format after meetings from time to time in order to have more two-way 
dialogue with its citizens.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing 
agenda items: 
“The following offers a brief description of the topics included on the April 14 Council agenda: 

9.a.1. Ordinance No. 2011-21 - Establishing necessary accounting funds related to the Reed 
Hartman Highway/Osborne Boulevard access road project 

Ordinance No. 2011-21 establishes the necessary accounting funds within the City’s accounting 
structure to handle the revenues and expenses associated with the Reed Hartman Highway/Osborne 
Boulevard Access Road project benefitting  property south of Osborne Boulevard between Reed 
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Hartman Highway and Kenwood Road (currently owned by Duke Realty). The ordinance establishes 
two accounting funds as described below: 

• Fund Number 448, to be known as the “Reed Hartman Highway/Osborne Boulevard Access 
Road Project Fund,” to provide for separate accounting records of revenues, transfers, and 
expenses for the design and construction of the Reed Hartman Highway/Osborne Boulevard 
access road and all related utility accommodations. These Public Improvements will be 
primarily funded by a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) mechanism to benefit the economic 
development project to be built on eight acres adjacent to the access road (the previously 
discussed itelligence/Duke Realty development). 

• Fund Number 333, to be known as the “Reed Hartman Highway/ Osborne Boulevard Access 
Road Tax Increment Equivalent Fund,” to provide for separate accounting records of 
Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) revenues, transfers, and expenses related to school 
payments and debt retirement of the costs of design and construction of the Public 
Improvements (access road) and utility accommodations of this economic development 
project.  

As Council is aware, the process of incorporating TIF, and other incentives (such as a State of Ohio 
grant or a Jobs Credit) involves a great deal of effort, coordination, planning, and time. As this 
development opportunity firmed up, a number of things had to be accomplished, and many steps 
remain to be completed so all parties are satisfied, documents are proper and legal in all respects, 
and a focus exists to create a win-win situation for the new or expanding business, the land 
owner/developer, the public, and the City. 

Clearly, any TIF arrangement which has the potential to impact the revenues of the local school 
system must be “cleared” with the school system as to concept, and subsequently formalized by 
recommendation of the school administration to the Board of Education, followed by the passage of a 
resolution by the Board. 

The City Manager has met with the administration of the Sycamore Community School District on a 
number of occasions on this TIF, and an understanding has been reached which makes the schools 
almost “whole” over the life of the TIF (30 years). To achieve this level of support to the schools, 
supplemental funding from the City during the first five years of PILOT payments (based on the newer 
buildings and related private improvements) is a necessity, and such an arrangement has been 
reviewed with Council. 

Even though many steps and formal actions of the various parties remain to be accomplished, it is 
time to seek Council’s approval of the new funds which will be needed as this effort unfolds. The 
Development Agreement, which Council authorized the Manager to negotiate and sign under 
Ordinance No. 2011-10, has been finalized and is essentially signature-ready for the Developer (Duke 
Realty), the City, and the expanding business to execute. Once signed, the City must be ready to 
meet the initial obligations related to the planned Public Improvements – the design and eventual 
construction of a new access road and payment for underground utility accommodations on Osborne 
Boulevard, Reed Hartman Highway, and the new access road as well. The level of financial 
commitment by the City, the implementation of the TIF, and from the Ohio Public Works Commission, 
to fully design and start road construction, and/or utility resolution, is “stepped” in time with the “buy in” 
or formal commitment of the Developer and intelligence. Those steps include the partitioning and sale 
(closing) of the eight-acre site, the expectation of a binding contract to construct the building and 
improve the site, etc. We need these new funds in place ahead of most of these steps. 

As explained later in the resolution of “intent to reimburse” and transfer areas of this memo, it is the 
Treasurer’s recommendation that funds be “loaned” or transferred into the project Fund No. 448 now, 
based upon the City’s right to “recapture” such loans later when the bonds for this project are finally 
issued. Timing for the bonds is expected to be mid summer, yet funding for utility efforts/design and 
roadway design may arise before that time. 

City Council’s approval of the new funds under Ordinance No. 2011-21, passage of reimbursement 
Resolution No. 2011-1, and approval of transfer Ordinance No. 2011-22 will posture the City to move 
ahead when it is time to do so, and thus not be a hindrance to the timetable of the Developer or 
itelligence. The resolution permits the City to repay itself any advanced funds out of the bond 
proceeds once issued. Setting things up now costs us nothing, and it just makes sense overall. 

While the first Fund No. 448 applies totally to the cost of constructing the Public Improvements, the 
second Fund No. 333 relates only to the TIF. Fund No. 448 will be closed when the costs of the road 
and utility relocations are fully paid. However, the TIF Fund. No. 333 will remain open for the life of the 
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TIF, handling the shift of resources to the City’s debt retirement Fund No. 331 for payment of the 
bonds issued for this project, providing payments to the local schools, and paying any TIF 
administrative costs. 

At this time, a “loan” or transfer to the project (construction) Fund No. 448 is requested in the amount 
of $500,000. This loan is expected to come from unappropriated General Fund balances, not from the 
General Reserve or the balances set aside for Issue 15 projects. The attachment to the transfer is 
short, and all listings in the amount of $500,000 refer to this “loan” out of the General Fund. 

While additional transfers such as this may be needed depending on the project timeline, all such 
funds can be shifted back to the General Fund  once the proceeds of the bonds are deposited into 
Fund No. 448 (mid summer). This initial funding is essentially for preliminary design of utility 
accommodations and the potential need to start actual roadway design efforts. Such expenditures will 
not be made until (and unless) the proper and binding commitments are made as to moving forward 
with the sale/closing on the land and development on the eight acres. 

The Public Works Director has succeeded in securing a grant of $250,000 to assist in offsetting part of 
the cost of the roadway construction, and funding from the TIF bonds should be adequate to pay the 
cost of capitalized interest on the bonds (interest payable before PILOTS start), and the remaining 
costs to build the road and address the utility issues. The project team has been reviewing the 
roadway plans to be certain the new access road is built not only with the eight-acre site in mind, but 
also to be certain the appropriate utilities, conduits, and design elements are included to encourage 
development of the other parcels along the new road. Such would be an investment benefitting the 
City as surrounding development occurs, even if the final cost of the Public Improvements exceeded 
the preliminary estimates under the TIF. All believe that the original cost estimates, as provided, are 
achievable within the original financing approach. However, since funds are not to be expended on 
actual roadway design until the proper “step” is reached by the non-City parties, the actual cost 
estimates are not confirmed. It is due to this uncertainty that the Treasurer has recommended 
deferring the bond issue until further commitments are made by the non-City partners in this project. 

Having the opportunity to see such a quality new development arise on this vacant property is a very 
positive outcome for the City. All members of the team are working to be sure this project comes to 
fruition. 

Please address any questions regarding this to the City Manager or Treasurer. 

9.a.2. Ordinance No. 2011-25 - Establishing an accounting fund related to a federal grant for the 
Police Department 

The Police Department was recently informed that it would be awarded a $10,000 federal grant for 
use towards the purchase of Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS) technology. The 
grant is a federal JAG (Justice Administration Grant) which is administered locally through the State of 
Ohio’s Office of Criminal Justice Services. 

The Blue Ash Police submits ink and paper arrest fingerprints to the State fingerprint repository (the 
Ohio Bureau of Criminal Identification & Investigation, or BCI&I) where required. The FBI, the national 
repository for arrest fingerprints which receives information from BCI&I, is encouraging police 
agencies to utilize AFIS technology allowing for the electronic submission of digitized fingerprints in 
order to increase overall quality and timeliness. The great majority of arrest fingerprints taken by the 
Blue Ash Police Department (81.5% in 2009) are not required to be submitted to BCI&I, and are filed 
locally in ink and paper format – which is not easily searchable. Our Department currently has an AFIS 
Latent Print system capable of comparing digitized prints left at crime scenes with digitized arrest 
fingerprints; however, because the majority of arrest fingerprints currently taken are not digitized, they 
cannot be searched for comparison. The Department desires to purchase an AFIS Livescan booking 
station for spontaneously taking and transmitting digitized arrest fingerprints to both the State 
repository and an in-house digital fingerprint data file. The Department’s existing records management 
system will interface with the AFIS Livescan booking station to provide for seamless arrest bookings.  

The $10,000 grant requires a local match of $1,111, and the total cost of the equipment is expected to 
be approximately $23,200. Financing of the remaining balance is planned through the use of forfeiture 
funds.   

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to Police Captain Jim Schaffer via 
jschaffer@blueash.com or to the Police Chief who is expected to be present at Thursday’s meeting. 

9.a.3. Resolution No. 2011-1 - Resolution declaring intent to reimburse (related to the Reed 
Hartman Highway/Osborne Boulevard access road project) 
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As explained in the section on new funds for the Legacy Pointe (itelligence) project, it is necessary to 
pass this legislation to allow the City to repay itself funds loaned, transferred, or advanced to provide 
for project expenses paid before the issuance of the TIF bonds.  

Please direct any questions regarding this resolution to the Treasurer. 

9.a.4. Ordinance No. 2011-22 - Transferring funds 

Only a limited number of items are presented on the attachment to this transfer ordinance. The first 
involves the appropriation adjustments required to recognize the revenues and expenditures related to 
the grant and forfeiture funds for the fingerprint identification system acquisition described under 
Ordinance No. 2011-25. The narrative included with that item describes the source of funding for the 
purchase, its purpose, and how the non-grant component of the purchase will be financed using 
forfeiture funds – not transfers or support from the General Fund.  

The second component relates to the transfer accommodations required for the Legacy 
Pointe/Duke/itelligence TIF-supported project described above. Assuming favorable passage by City 
Council of both the ordinance setting up the funds and the resolution permitting the reimbursement of 
any advances, loans, or transfers to the construction Fund No. 448, this shift of $500,000 of General 
Fund unappropriated reserves will provide for initial expenses related to the road construction, design, 
 and utility relocation components of the project.  

It is likely that additional “loans” to the project construction Fund. No. 448 may be required as this 
project moves forward, and all of those requests will require further transfer ordinances. Once the 
decision is made concerning the timetable and exact amount of the future bond issue for this project, 
and the bonds are issued, repayment to the General Fund of these loans or transfers can be finalized. 
Handling the funding for the Public Improvements for this economic development project along 
Osborne Boulevard in this fashion provides the City with the capability to live up to its obligations 
under the agreement, but avoids a “non-recoverable” commitment or expenditure of General Fund 
monies on this project until and unless the necessary commitments are made by the other parties 
toward the actual construction and completion of the project. 

Please direct questions regarding this transfer should be directed to the Treasurer. 

9.b.1. Ordinance No. 2011-23 - Authorizing professional services contract associated with 
master park planning project 

For the past several weeks an internal committee has been working on selecting a recommended 
consultant to perform a comprehensive Airport Park Master Plan.  The committee includes members 
representing multiple City departments/divisions. Requests for Proposals were sent out in late 
February, responses received in mid-March, and interviews and presentations from all the prospective 
firms during the week of March 28. The City received proposals from three consulting “teams,” each 
consisting of firms offering various specialties and perspectives and representing approximately 15 
companies.   

The firms did an excellent job putting together project teams that included local, regional, national and 
internationally recognized consultants that have performed a multitude of comparable planning 
projects all over the world.  It proved to be a very difficult decision for the committee to choose the 
appropriate partner to recommend for this project as the presentations/interviews with all of the firms 
were extremely dynamic. 

In the end, the committee recommends the team of Kinzelman, Kline & Gossman (KKG), Sasaki 
Associates, PROS Consulting, CDS Associates, Front Street Analytics and Leisure Vision.  One of the 
major factors in our decision was the opportunity to work with a compilation of firms that had worked 
on numerous comparable projects “together” in the past.   

KKG is a local firm that has been integrally involved with the Airport Park project from the beginning, 
and they bring a wealth of experience and knowledge in Park Master planning and development.  
Mark Kline is a principal and founding partner of the firm and Studio Director for planning, design, and 
development for projects throughout the Midwest.  Just a few of his prominent projects include the 
Scioto Audubon Metro Park in Columbus, Ohio; Ohio State University Tower District; and RiverScape 
Phase III in Dayton, Ohio.    Clete Benken, who will serve as the local Principal in charge for this 
project, also brings substantial local and regional project experience including the Lexington 
Cheapside Entertainment District & Pavilion in Lexington, Kentucky. 

Sasaki Associates is widely recognized as one of the front runners in the world for their work on park 
planning, development, and implementation.  Alistair McIntosh will be representing Sasaki, and has 
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worked on prominent park plans throughout the world.  Cincinnati Central Riverfront Park; Addison 
Circle Park in Addison, Texas; and the master plan for Central Indianapolis Riverfront are just a few of 
the many national projects with which he has been associated. He also has worked on numerous 
international projects in places such as South Korea, Malaysia, Canada, and Kuwait to name a few.  

Leon Younger, the principal owner of PROS Consulting, is regarded as one of the premier experts in 
parks and recreation management in the United States and will work with our team to establish 
guidelines for budgeting, staffing, and operations of the new park facility.  Mr. Younger and his PROS 
team have consulted on such prominent national projects as Papago Park Master Plan in Phoenix, 
Arizona; the operations and management plan for Golden Gate National Recreation Area in San 
Francisco, California; and the Lake Parks operation and management plan in San Antonio, Texas. 

CDS Associates, FSA, and Leisure Vision also bring a wealth of local, regional, and national stature to 
this experienced lineup of consultants. 

The goal of the Airport Master plan is to provide the City of Blue Ash with a framework for 
implementation of the 130 acre future park site.  The plan will include a comprehensive analysis of 
market feasibility; a needs assessment that will research regional and national “best” practices for the 
development of parks facilities, and a site inventory and analysis that will look at a broad number of 
areas including traffic circulation, parking, existing area parks, and functionality of major program 
elements.  There will also be an in-depth study on operational and financial modeling designed to 
make our new park both culturally and economically sustainable. Finally, the master plan will create a 
schematic design and development plan based on public and stakeholder interaction through a series 
of open house forums, surveys, and design charrettes to assure much opportunity for citizen input and 
involvement.   Because of the extensive public involvement, research, and analysis, the project is 
expected to begin in April and be complete this fall. The ordinance seeks Council’s authorization of an 
amount not to exceed $125,000. 

The Airport Park project will be a benchmark project for the City of Blue Ash and the Greater 
Cincinnati region.  The Park Master Plan is an important first step in developing a “first class” facility. 
We believe the KKG, Sasaki, PROS Consulting/Etc. team provides us with a wonderful array of local, 
national, and international experience and expertise.  The master plan committee would like to 
recommend to City Council for consideration, at the April 14 Council meeting, that we enter into a 
contract with this consultant team to develop the Airport Park Master Plan. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Parks & Recreation Director. 

9.b.2. Ordinance No. 2011-24 - Authorizing payment for contractual landscaping services in 
2011 

Ordinance No. 2011-24 authorizes payment for contractual mowing services throughout 2011 with 
Blue Ash based The Brickman Group for an amount not to exceed $90,000. Though this vendor is 
called upon periodically to assist our property maintenance efforts with mowing, the Parks 
Maintenance Division is clearly the most frequent user of these services. For the past several years, 
the division has been using this Blue Ash company for various areas needing to be mowed, including 
examples such as City-maintained areas near the airport; at Peppermill/ Reed Hartman; and along 
Plainfield, Carver, Osborne Boulevard, etc.  

The Division has been very satisfied with the services provided by this company. Brickman was 
selected after successfully going through an informal request for quotations process in 2009, with 
services continued in 2010 and 2011. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Parks & Recreation Director. 

9.c.1. Ordinance No. 2011-19 - Authorizing the negotiation and execution of grants of easement 
related to the 2011 sidewalk program 

In conjunction with Council’s intent to improve overall “connectivity” throughout our community, plans 
are to continue the construction of additional sidewalk in 2011. This ordinance relates to necessary 
easements for a sidewalk planned for 2011 on the west side of Reed Hartman Highway between 
Cooper and Glendale-Milford Roads.  

This ordinance authorizes the City Manager to negotiate and thereafter execute Grants of Easement 
documents associated with property owners of real estate as described within Section I of the 
ordinance (all properties are located west of Reed Hartman Highway north of Cooper Road, and south 
of Glendale-Milford Road). Although contact has been made with each of the property owners, the 
status of those discussions at the writing of this memo varies among the properties. It is anticipated 
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that most of the easements required to construct this year’s phase of sidewalk will be donated to the 
City; however, resolution on all properties has not yet been completed and will continue.  

Bids were recently solicited for the 2011 sidewalk program as well, and were opened on April 6. With 
the unresolved status of some easements needed for the project, the Public Works Director expects 
that an ordinance recommending a bid award for this project to be presented to Council at the next 
regular Council meeting (April 28). Several property owners are located out of Ohio, making contact 
and responses slower than might be usual with in-town owners. Although the desire is to have this 
sidewalk complete in time for the City’s Independence Day celebration in early July, if easement 
efforts stagnate, that goal may not be attained.  

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance, or the 2011 sidewalk program, to the Public Works 
Director. 

9.d.1. Resolution No. 2011-2 - Approving preliminary subdivision plat for Legacy Pointe 
subdivision (south of Osborne Boulevard between Reed Hartman Highway and Kenwood 
Road) 
In February, City Council approved Ordinance No. 2011-10 relating to Duke Realty’s desire to develop 
approximately eight acres of the property south of Osborne Boulevard between Reed Hartman 
Highway and Kenwood Road (referred to as Legacy Pointe). At the April 7, 2011 Planning 
Commission meeting, the Commission reviewed and recommended approval to City Council of a 
preliminary plan related to the Legacy Pointe Subdivision given certain conditions (as are outlined 
within the Resolution). Section 1105.03 of the Blue Ash Code requires Council approval of this 
preliminary plan, in which the applicant is seeking to divide the 29.2 acre site into six lots of various 
sizes (along with a public right-of-way through the site connecting Reed Hartman Highway to Osborne 
Boulevard). Ordinance No. 2011-21 and Resolution No. 2011-1 appearing earlier on this meeting’s 
agenda also relates to this development.  

Resolution No. 2011-2 approves the preliminary plan for Legacy Pointe Subdivision (as outlined within 
Section 1105.03 of the Blue Ash Code), with final approval of the plat required to come back to 
Council at an appropriate time in the future. 

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Assistant Community Development Director 
Dan Johnson at djohnson@blueash.com or 745-8528.” 

Finance & Administration Committee, Rick Bryan, Chairperson 

Councilman Bryan asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2011-21 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-21 

  ESTABLISHING NEW ACCOUNTING FUNDS AS 
DESCRIBED WITHIN RELATED TO THE REED HARTMAN 
HIGHWAY/ OSBORNE BOULEVARD ACCESS ROAD 
PROJECT, INCLUDING ACCOUNTING FUND NO. 448 
KNOWN AS THE “REED HARTMAN HIGHWAY/OSBORNE 
BOULEVARD ACCESS ROAD PROJECT FUND” AND 
ACCOUNTING FUND NO. 333 KNOWN AS THE “REED 
HARTMAN HIGHWAY/ OSBORNE BOULEVARD ACCESS 
ROAD TAX INCREMENT EQUIVALENT FUND”; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to suspend the rules of Council 
requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Stoller, 
Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 
Motion carried. 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2011-21. 
Councilman Bryan noted that this development project was discussed several meetings ago 
and noted that this ordinance establishes the necessary accounting funds. There being no 
further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, 
Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. Ordinance No. 2011-21 
passed. 
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Councilman Bryan asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2011-25 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-25 

ESTABLISHING A SPECIAL REVENUE ACCOUNTING FUND 
NUMBER 292 RELATED TO A FEDERAL JUSTICE 
ADMINISTRATION GRANT ADMINISTERED THROUGH THE 
OHIO OFFICE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES TOWARDS 
ACQUISITION OF AN AUTOMATED FINGERPRINT 
IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM (AFIS) FOR USE BY THE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to suspend the rules of Council 
requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons 
Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven 
yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2011-25. 
There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Czerwonka, Adamec, 
Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. Ordinance No. 
2011-25 passed. 

Councilman Bryan asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2011-1 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2011-1 

RESOLUTION DECLARING INTENT TO REIMBURSE UNDER 
TREASURY REGULATION SECTION 1.150-2 (REED HARTMAN 
HIGHWAY/OSBORNE BOULEVARD ACCESS ROAD 
CONSTRUCTION FUND NO. 448)  

Councilman Bryan moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2011-
1. There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Adamec, Bryan, 
Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 
Resolution No. 2011-1 passed. 

Councilman Bryan asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2011-22 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-22 

  PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS AND 
AMENDMENTS WITHIN THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE NO. 2011-3 FOR THE YEAR 2011 (AS SHOWN 
ON ATTACHMENT); AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to suspend the rules of Council 
requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Bryan, 
Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 
Motion carried. 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2011-22. 
There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Stoller, Sumner, 
Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 
Ordinance No. 2011-22 passed. 

Parks & Recreation Committee, Robert J. Buckman, Jr., Chairperson 

Councilman Buckman asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2011-23 by title only. 
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THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-23 

AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 
ASSOCIATED WITH THE AIRPORT PARK MASTER PLAN 
PROJECT FOR A TOTAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $125,000; 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Buckman moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to suspend the rules of 
Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 
Councilpersons Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, and Mayor Weber 
voted yes. Seven yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Buckman moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 
2011-23. There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Buckman, 
Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 
Ordinance No. 2011-23 passed. 

Councilman Buckman asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2011-24 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-24 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO AN 
AGREEMENT FOR CONTRACTUAL 2011 LANDSCAPING 
SERVICES AND RELATED MATERIALS; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY 

Councilman Sumner announced his need to abstain from voting on this ordinance because 
of a potential conflict of interest due to a family member’s affiliation with this vendor. 
Councilman Buckman moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to suspend the rules of 
Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 
Councilpersons Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Buckman, and Mayor Weber voted yes. 
Councilman Sumner abstained. Six yeses. One abstention. Motion carried. 

Councilman Buckman moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 
2011-24. There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Adamec, 
Bryan, Stoller, Buckman, Czerwonka, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Councilman Sumner 
abstained. Six yeses. One abstention. Ordinance No. 2011-24 passed. 

Public Works Committee, Thomas C. Adamec, Chairperson 

Councilman Adamec asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2011-19 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-19 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE AND 
THEREAFTER ENTER INTO AGREEMENTS ASSOCIATED 
WITH PERMANENT GRANTS OF EASEMENT RELATED TO 
THE 2011 SIDEWALK PROGRAM INVOLVING PORTIONS 
OF PROPERTY LOCATED ON THE WEST SIDE OF REED 
HARTMAN HIGHWAY NORTH OF COOPER ROAD; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to suspend the rules of Council 
requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Bryan, 
Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 
Motion carried. 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2011-
19. In addressing a question from Councilman Adamec, Public Works Director Gordon Perry 
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noted that this ordinance addresses the easements required for the 2011 sidewalk program, 
including placement of sidewalk on the west side of Reed Hartman Highway between Cooper 
and Malsbary and south of Glendale-Milford to Alliance. He noted that typically a project is 
not begun until easement issues are resolved, and he noted that most needed are in the 
process of being resolved, though out-of-town owners tend to slow the process. There being 
no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, 
Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. Ordinance No. 
2011-19 passed. 

Planning & Zoning Committee, James W. Sumner, Chairperson 

Councilman Sumner asked the Clerk of Council to read Resolution No. 2011-2 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2011-2 

APPROVING THE PRELIMINARY PLAN FOR LEGACY POINTE 
SUBDIVISION UNDER SECTION 1105.03 OF THE BLUE ASH 
CODE OF ORDINANCES 

Councilman Sumner moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2011-
2. Councilman Sumner noted that Council is familiar with this project and noted that this 
resolution approves the preliminary plan only. It will be required to return to Council. He also 
noted that Planning Commission reviewed the plan at its April meeting and recommended 
approval to Council. There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. 
Councilpersons Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, and Mayor Weber 
voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution No. 2011-2 passed. 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Police Chief Chris Wallace noted that he would like to address the two recent (though 
separate) incidents involving two police officers being arrested for DUI. He acknowledged 
that such activity by officers reflects badly not only upon the department, but upon the City as 
well. He explained that the internal penalty to officers who violate the law in such a manner is 
covered by internal policies and procedures, which covers to some extent off-duty activity. 
He noted that penalties are quite substantial, including potential termination, and that officers 
are aware of these policies and procedures when hired by Blue Ash. The department has 
initiated an additional series of awareness trainings related to both on- and off-duty behavior. 
Chief Wallace urged that Council and the public not attribute these officers’ bad choices to 
everyone in the department as it does not reflect the behavior of the majority of the members 
of the department. He noted that the public expects rightful behavior from its sworn officers, 
and rightfully so. His purpose for attending tonight’s meeting is to assure Council that the 
Administration is addressing the situation.  

Councilman Sumner noted that although he was pleased to hear comments this evening 
from the Chief, he does not believe this will be the end of the discussion as it is an important 
policy issue that has an impact on the City’s image and reputation in the community. In 
addressing a question from Councilman Sumner, Chief Wallace noted that the additional 
internal training has already begun, including training at roll-call sessions. He noted the harsh 
financial penalties to officers committing such actions as they cannot work without a valid 
driver’s license, and the City will not pay them during the license suspension. Minimum 
penalty is suspension, with potential termination. Other topics will be covered as well under 
these additional sessions, such as use of social media and potential negative implications. 
Councilman Sumner noted that he would like to learn more about the department’s policies 
and procedures, including being provided the specific documents as well as the planned 
schedule of training. He is most interested in what the City is doing differently in order to 
address these concerns. 

Councilman Bryan suggested that given the increase in such instances which have reflected 
badly upon the City and the Police Department in recent years that perhaps there is a flaw in 
the overall training or hiring model. He strongly urged that time be spent researching the 
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reason why such incidents are occurring as it’s clear that these two officers didn’t receive the 
intended message of the existing policies and procedures.  

In addressing a question from Councilman Adamec, Chief Wallace explained that the 
department can take measures against officers related to off-duty behavior under certain 
circumstances, including when such behavior is determined to be unbecoming an officer. He 
noted that any punishment inflicted upon an employee in such incidents by the City is in 
addition to any punishment issued by the presiding courts.  

In addressing a question from Councilman Buckman, Chief Wallace noted that it would be 
the Judge’s decision as to whether to grant a person convicted of a DUI the ability/privilege 
to drive to and from work legally.  

Public Works Director Gordon Perry noted that a recent repair was necessary involving a six-
inch corrugated metal pipe that runs from the northeast corner of Reed Hartman Highway 
and Glendale-Milford Road to the southeast corner. He noted that deterioration of that pipe 
caused major surface depressions on the roadway, requiring immediate repair. He noted that 
this pipe section will require more substantial repair in the future, with potential substantial 
cost. In addressing a question from Vice Mayor Czerwonka, he explained that such pipe has 
an expected life of about 25 to 30 years (depending upon the environmental conditions), and 
that this pipe is probably much older. He noted that the Department is currently researching 
the most effective repair for this pipe in the future. 

Public Information Officer Sue Bennett noted that she and Assistant to the City Manager 
Kelly Osler have been working with the City of Montgomery and Sycamore Schools on a new 
event intended to welcome newer residents to the community. The event covers the 
Sycamore School area, and is scheduled for Tuesday, May 10, from 6-8 PM, at the 
Sycamore Junior High. A postcard to be mailed to newer residents in coming days was 
provided to Council containing additional information. Ms. Bennett noted that although 
Council is invited to the event, they are not required to attend, although it might be 
appropriate for the Mayor to attend as the Montgomery Mayor does plan to be present. Other 
public officials expected include the potential of one or two Sycamore School Board 
members.  

City Manager Waltz noted that the April 28 Council meeting is intended to be a kick-off 
relating to the park master plan process, and other legislative items for that meeting will be 
minimized as much as possible. He noted that depending upon how many audience 
members there are, he may suggest that Council move to the Blue Ash Conference Room for 
the park master plan portion of that meeting, intended to be covered under “Miscellaneous 
Business.” He noted that the overall park planning process will include many opportunities for 
citizens and the community to provide input, including extensive use of surveys to a variety of 
stakeholders(some scientific), open houses, charettes, kiosks, and more. He asked that 
Council keep the following thoughts in mind when pondering the future park: 

• When determining what specific amenities the park should include, the plan should 
consider the cost of operating and maintaining those amenities. Mr. Waltz noted that 
the selected consulting team has much experience with this planning dynamic.  

• The park should include amenities that appeal to a variety of ages and should include 
opportunity for activity year-round – not just during the warmer months.  

• The park should include some amenities that do not require an abundance of City 
programming efforts or special events. The desire is to offer some amenities that 
require less from the City. 

• It may be advantageous for some portions of the park to have a regional attraction 
that could offer a cost recovery or revenue opportunity. 

Councilman Bryan noted receipt of the first quarter’s financial information which shows a 
2.2% increase of revenues as compared to the same period last year. Councilman Bryan 
also noted that he and the Public Works Director are the City’s representatives at the OKI 
regional Council of Governments (sitting on the Board of Directors) and encouraged fellow 
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Council members to bring questions of a regional nature to him or the Public Works Director. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

After all items on the agenda were acted upon, Councilman Buckman moved, Vice Mayor 
Czerwonka seconded to convene an Executive Session to discuss matters pertaining to 
personnel (to consider the appointment of officials and employment matters) and property (to 
consider the purchase of property for a public purpose). The Clerk called the roll. 
Councilpersons Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, and Mayor Weber 
voted yes. Seven yeses. Motion carried. Council moved into the Blue Ash Conference Room 
to conduct this executive session. 

After matters pertaining to personnel and property were discussed, Councilman Sumner 
moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to convene to the regular meeting. A voice vote was 
taken. All Council members voted yes. Motion carried. 

ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilman Sumner moved, Councilman 
Buckman seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All members voted yes. 
The Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:15 PM. 

 

 
      ______________________________________ 
      Mark F. Weber, Mayor 
 
MINUTES WRITTEN BY: 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Susan K. Bennett, Deputy Clerk of Council 


